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JOB vim 


a DISAPPOINTETH THE ' DEVICES or THE 
CRAFTY, 0 THAT THEIR HANDS CANNOT | 
PERFORM THEIR: ENTERPRISE, 8 


Tue language of Eliphaz, i in this ee; 


pPreſſions in the ſame chapter, is very unequivocal 


and ſtrong. By the © devices of the crafty”, we 


muſt underſtand the ſchemes and projects which : 


are founded in deceit, injuſtice and oppreſſion, 


and conducted by means which can only heaps. 
proved by ſuch miſchievous ſchemers and pro- 


= jectors. Craftineſs, in common ſpeech, carries, 


in its very ſound, ſomething that is deteſtable 


in itſelf, becauſe it conveys no other idea 


5 but that of plotting againſt things fair and 


honourable. It * has 1 and 


— . ⁵re⅛ʃ PEE ror — — — — —— 
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baſeneſs for its Pele and is only employed 5 
to obtain ſome object that is unjuſt in the end. 
It is a low and grovelling cunning which is never 
found but in weak and wicked minds, devoted to 5 
the accompliſhment of ſome ſiniſter and unworthy 
deſign, under the feigned pretence of ſagacity 
and wiſdom; or an aſſumed and affected open- 
neis of temper. The actors of this character are, 
| however, obliged to move in the dark, for their 
deeds are evil; and they ſleep not, unleſs they 5 
betray ſome; they are compelled alſo to be uni- 
form hypocrites, or craftineſs would loſe its 
name, and beak its ny object. e 


. private "us we have fon this baſeneſs, : 


(how much ſoever it is ſcouted,) become the 
ſucceſsful bane and deſtruction of private happi- - 
neſs, by impoſing. on the willing Sno; © of 5 
others with ſuch low arts and falſehoods, as S 
5 would deſervedly expel ſuch practitioners from . 
| all ſocial intercourſe with man. Yet though 5 
EY fatally ſucceſsful in innumerable caſes, 1 . . 
5 generally conſidered : as a Proof of a weak under- © 
5 ſtanding, as well as of a wicked n; 
miſchief ſuch a character does in ſociety, 1 is _ 
miſchief of an incendiary, 1 who by throwing = 
flrebrand into one houſe may burn a city to 
: aſhes: and thus he who | is not capable of aftiſt- 255 


mg. 
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ing Gee by the counſel of 1 head, or the 
labour of his hands, may reduce thouſands to 


9 diſtreſs and ruin. 


Such an W tho a more dangerous enemy 
to the ſocial comforts of life, than the plague is 


do the health of mankind, can never aſſume to 


= himſelf the fortitude of mind and 1 ingenuous coun- 
tenance of the virtuous man. He may, covertly, 


of circuitouſly, attempt to apologize, and to vindi- . 


; cate himſelf, but the tongue of the ſlanderer and 
the deceiver will falter, and his viſage will be 
. confounded. He may make his appeal by oaths, 


but they will fall from his mouth without effect, SS 


135 * indeed to be recorded to his own confu- 7 


- On ths great cheats by public life, the ſame 
baſe ſpirit | is not ſeldom abroad and active, and 
found in company with thoſe, who, of all others, 


. ought to be the laſt to aſſociate with the Ci rafſt 5 


or take counſel with the deceiver. But it is no : 
| ſooner ſuſpected, than it is, in part, dil. ined ; | 
it is no ſooner diſcovered, than its patrons loſe 
the public opinion and confidence in their mea- 
ſures, however wiſe; and are themſelves finally 


- compelled | to fit down under the loſs of all credit . 


= and reputation, when they ſhall afterwards {peal: 
e V the 
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: the truth, or act with wiſdom and! integrity. So 
many eyes, Which look not through a partial me- 
dium, are upon every public character, that 
ſuſpicion follows cloſe at the heels of craftineſs, 
and diſcovery generally overtakes it. Like a 
fa city ſituated on an hill, in ſuch ſituations, it 
cannot be hidden. If it ſucceeds for once, it 
ſucceeds no more. For when a man deceives 
me once, it is bis fault; 5 but if he is ſuffered to 
| deceive me a ſecond time, 1 ſhare the fault f 
with him, to ſay the leaſt: and a merely political 
| argument would prove that I made it wholly 
my own. This obſervation will apply as forcibly 
1 to che world at large, as to individuals. : 


1 Whether we e conlider the violent alarm e „ 
Paul ſpread among the filver-ſmiths of Epheſus Fu 
who were employed in making filyer-ſhrines ” 
for Diana, when he perſuaded many people that 
they were 10. gods, which were made with HY 
hands, and became full of wrath, and cried out, 
I ſaying, © « Great is Diana of the Epheſians,” (Acts 
. which, in other words, is the true ſpirit ” 
480 prieſt craft. Or, whether we turn our attention 
== that artificial ſophiſtry and chicanery which 8 
our James the firſt, in the heighth of his royal. _ 
folly, henoured with the name of king-craft ;— 
| they a are equally, in the end, the deſtruction 1 


the = 


. 


the power they v were intended | to preſerve and 5 
ro nl 0 


1 is a pen of our preſent diſhutiden,. »w 
£ inquite further, how we are to underſtand the 5 
appropriation of this diſappointment of the de- 
vices of the crafty, to the immediate hand of - 
| God, who is here faid to defeat them, by not 
= ad them to perform their enterpri iſe. | 


| | This, and an almoſt ibis miner 6 fmilar bel 
7 expreſſions in the old and new Teſtament, 
:-..".- ou be ſo conſtrued and underſtood as to be 0 
cC.onſiſtent with the proper government of Gd 
and the reſponſibility of man for his actions. 
Od is ſaid by Job, to pour contempt upon princes, ENT 
5 and to weaken the frength of the mighty. (xii. 21. . 
And the pfalmiſt obſerves, in a ſong of thank. 
giving, that, if it had not been the Lord, who 
was on our fide, when men roſe up againſt Us, then © 
they had allowed us up alive. (cxxiv. 2 and by 
3.) -In both theſe places, God is not : 'S 
; | ſuppoſed ſpecially, and independently of their - 
|  Pfoper cauſe, to bring contempt upon the one, 
or fight by the ſide of the other, as we ſhould 
| ſpeak of our fellow- creatures. Neither are we 
| to preſume that his thoughts and ſchemes are 
_ particularly diverted to the right hand or to the 
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Upon every ac 1 n | 
. occaſion we are all very apt to exclaim with the 
pfalmiſt, This is the Lord's doing, and it is mar- 
vellous in our eyes. (Pſ. cxvili. 23. alſo Matt. 
-  xxi. 42. and Mark. xii. 11.) The ſentiment is 
EE. juſt and true in the abſtract; but, it not ſeldom 
happens, that many of us, who uſe this and ſuch- 
| like prompt expreſſions upon particular occa-g 
TE fions, do greatly miſconceive their proper im- 
Port. Thus, for inſtance, the riſing of the ſun 
is the Lord' 8 Wein, but becauſe we obſerve i its 


—— 


5 left, by any at; and occafional eflvits 6 
to accompliſh and apply theſe chaſtiſements of 
the ſons of men; but that he brings all theſe | 
> things to paſs by the ordinary ſyſtem of his go· 0 
voernment; by connecting. ſooner or later, the juſt 
effect with its proper cauſe, in the great and 
perfect ſcale of his providence, though we cannot 
fathom his counſels; by making the whole of 
his diſpenſations to fufill the great purpoſes of 
trial and diſcipline; of reward or puniſhment; 
of example and encouragement to the good, 
and of terror to evil-doers, as the behaviour and 
| occaſions of mankind require. Thus we ſee, | 
dhe wiſdom of man, is fooliſhneſs with God; 
and the wiſe are, oftentimes, taken | in their own. TI 
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regular diurnal return, we do not ſo emphati- 
- cally aſcribe its courſe to the one great cauſe of 5 
all things, as we do events which are more rare 
and uncommon, and which e come n us un- 
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We may indeed bs told, that it is ; etier P ; 


TY in the Lord, than to put any confidence i 8 
princes. . cxvili. 9.) The weakneſs and in- 
ſtability of the higheſt diſtinctions among men 
are here contraſted with the power and inte- 
grity of God; and the truſt which we are recom- 
mended by the pſalmiſt to place in God, is not 0 
a blind reliance upon him to help and aſſiſt ss 
— without our own endeavours, but that our beſt = 
5 endeavours to do the will of God will be pro- 
- moted and aſliſted by the conſtitution of things, 
which he hath ordained, in ſome way, un- 
known to us, and unſearchable by us, but 
which will ultimately fulfill his great and chief 
; purpoſe, the yu . of all his crea» 
5 tures. e an 


| We are alſo frequently too much diſpoſed to 


I interpret ſome diſpenſations into marks or 
. tokens of the immediate approbation of heaven, 
and others into wrathful judgments ; while they 


- 
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5 are the elit of natural and neceſſary cauſes i. 


the very conſtitution of things. 


One, if not the chief reaſon of this miſappre- 


| henſion of the cauſe of the great events in the 


| hiſtory of mankind, is our preſuming, that be- 
cauſe they exceed our limited expectation, and 
| have taken us unawares, therefore, they are the 


work of a moment, a day, or a year. But the 


careful obſerver of the hiſtory of the world wil! 
find all great national events to have advanced 
1 gradually to a criſis, to have ſtruggled with 
many difficulties in their progreſs, and their 


cauſes to have been accumulating for ages. 


. It i is in this view, the eſtabliſhment of liberty 5 


0K tyranny, in each nation reſpectively, has been 


5 the natural fruit of the tree which God hath ori- =: 
85 ginaily * permitted to be e planted : and v wa- = 


ON tered. 


115 we 0 into the aer of our own n count 8 


we ſhall find this fact fully eftabliſhed. The 


a ſettlement off the government under Henry 5 


tte ſeventh, was the reſult of the power and N 
ſpirit of the people being exhauſted in the con- 
iinued wars between the greater barons for up- 


wards of two centuries, for no greater or better 


| reaſon than which branch of the ſame houſe ſhould EE, 
. occupy the throne. The object of theſe inteſtine 
e 
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and bloody commotions was trifling, and the 


DR pretence for terminating them, (aan of a mar- 
riage between the repreſentatives of the contend- 


ing parties,) was a reaſon as unimportant and in- 


adequate as the object itſelf was trifling. If we look 
bor the true cauſe of the decapitation of the firſt 1 
Cluharles and the expulſionof the ſecond James, it 

will not be confined merely to the intolerant bi- 
5 gotry of the one, or the faithleſs hypocriſy of 
the other, but will be found in the ſucceſſive and 
accumulated oppreſſions of the Tudor and Stuart 


families, which had wearied the ſubmiſſion of 
. patient POPE ” 


1 N The Arm; is not « ſolely to 5 


aſcribed to the caprice, much leſs to the virtue 
or religion of the eighth Henry, but to the a 
tinued overbearing temper of the papal bierarchy, . 
which had, for ſeveral centuries, inſulted our 

liberties, and to the large endowments of the : 

monaſtaries, which had greatly exhauſted he 

g people s coffers, and had monopolized for the e 

ſervice of idleneſs and vice more than their ſhare Fen 
1 of the comforts of life. rem 1 


iT he glorious revolidon,.. whale aoniyerſury | 
3 returns as on this LY did not originate —_ 


thoſe 


thoſe who were the happy inſtruments i in efta- 
_bliſking it, but ſprang from a ſeries of oppreſ- 


ſions, which the people ſuffered under the four 


preceding reigns, each of which may ſucceſ- 
| fively be diſtinguiſhed by the characters of pe- 


dantry, of hypocriſy, of profligacy, and of bigotry, - 


Theſe, at length, rouſed the ſleeping lion, and | 
once more renovated and envigorated the prin- 8 
ciples of liberty i in our iſland. Vet this was, pro- 


perly ſpeaking, no way marvellous i in our eyes, 
but the natural effect of many conſpiring cauſes; 


and 4 repetition of the ſame or ſimilar abuſes and 


0 graceful ſcenes, would pr oduce the fame _ 


©." ice; Woe ſhould not, therefore, now, any more 


than our anceſtors formerly, have to walt to : 
| Know the will of God, by any ſignal, or mir. 
culous, declaration of i it, whether it would be ap- 


proved by him. We muſt, in ſuch caſe, as here- | 


tofore, enquire of the people by what rule, and 8 
: by whom, they would be governed; and their 


1 anſwer is the voice of God. Thus a popular 


OE government is the neareſt a- kin to a theocracy ; 


5 and the only indefeaſible right to govern, ap- 85 


| pertains to their appointment. Such is our. 


conſtitution; and theſe are the principles which _ - 


have given to our princes a dignity unknown 
in arbitrary and wann hereditary govem- | 
ments. 


The 


5 


The Se be which this country hath hereto- 
; fore ſer to the nations of Europe, on various occa- 
ſions, hath been contemplated with horror by the 


| feudal deſpots, while it has been looked up to with 
' reverence and envy by the friends of freedom 5 
through the world. Other countries are diſpoſed ET 
to adopt the general Principles of our govern- 
ment; but they will, as each ſhall ſee occaſion, 5 
improve upon our ſyſtem; and, by a purer policy 5 
carefully avoid thoſe errors into which ſome ori- 
ginal defects have involved us. The uſe and abuſe I 
Es the beſt political inſtitations will reſpectively 5 
38 give us the poſſeſſion and enjoyment n 
5 greateſt degree of ſocial and private happineſs, 5 
11 5 or their contrary. The ſecurity of all that is 7 
valuable in this life, and more eſpecially under 5 
3 the preſent increaſe of religious and political 5 
: knowledge, depends upon the actual, not the 
deal or hypothetical enjoyment, of that liberty 


in religion, wherewith Chriſt hath left us free; 


and that liberty, in civil matters, which is de- 
EF. rived from men being, by honeſt and univerſal 5 
7 repreſentation, their own legiſlators. —May 
therefore, be the honour and glory, as it would 
7 be the higheſt wiſdom of Britain, to correct 
3 every defect in her political conſtitution, and To 
_ every abuſe which the hand of time hath en- 
grafted upon the labburs of our forefathers. 
1 Theſe 
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Theſe being accompli ſhed by the pon virtue . 


of her citizens, (and there is only one paramount 
and common intereſt which ſhould unite us all) 
would bring down the bleſſings of millions on 7 
the heads of thoſe who ſhall atchieve ſo good 5 
and glorious a work; permanent peace and | 
proſperity, and aſſured liberty would then be the 
portion of our children, and our childrens' chil- 
dren; and the higheſt earthly honor would irra- 
date the brow of him who ſhould be dignified : 
NE with the e executive government. - 


7 he Hivakod of the liberties. of France by a 1 
8 e conſpiracy of foreign force, hath, =g- 
pily for the liberties of all mankind, been 
hitherto repelled. 1 fay, happily for the liber- 

__._ tiesof all mankind, for the great principles, that 

— every nation 1s competent to ſettle its own ; 

” government,” and that © it is ſufficient reaſon 
for any form to be adopted that the people 8 

= BS be,” will now be univerſally received as 
axioms in the practice, as well as theory, 3 
politics. Like the water that waſhes their coafſt—o 
— unites it with the moſt diſtant parts of es 
58 8 05 globe, the principles and bleſſings of a free 5 
8 government will travel to, and unite with, every 
inhabited region of the earth. America has al- 
ready redeemed herſelf from colonial oppreſſion, 


15 


and erected herſelf into free and united ſtates: 
and ſhe now riſes accordingly to that dignity 
among the nations of the earth to which her 
virtues give her an undoubted title. Poland, 
; indeed, bad no ſooner eſtabliſhed a free go- 
vernment, through the virtue of a patriot 
king, than it was deſpoiled of its liberty, by che 
a piratical deſpotiſm of a neighbouring tyrant, But 
time, I am perſuaded, will effect what unaſſiſted | 
internal reſources have, for the preſent, been 
unable to accompliſh, And, it is to be hoped, 
for the benefit of one part of mankind, and the 
admonition of the other, that the deſpotic con- 
duct of the plunderers will, ere long, upon them- 
ſelves recoil, and afford another example of 
dtuee price that muſt finally be paid by one nation 
. intermedling with the internal government = 
another, 5 which! it has f no concern whatever. 5 


55 "France 1 18 (indeed yer ſubject t. to ; ie fuQtuating 8 

ORE of war, and to the internal diſſentions 5 

5 incidental to ſuch great events, and theſe conſti- Th 
i very ſevere trial and ſcrutiny of the ſpirits . 
of men. The many thouſands of the friends = 


"oo freedom, who have fallen, ſince foreigners have 


invaded and penetrated their country, have fo 1 
5 recently periſhed, that it yet damps the, impul- — 

live Joy at the rriumphs c of [roy The 1 | 
- the 
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the deluded followers of tyrants cannot be ob. 
ſerved with indifference. But if there ĩs one ingre- 
dient in the ſocial happineſs of man, which is 
above all price, it is genuine uncorrupted * 
berty; we may, therefore, venture to aſſert 
that theſe victims of the ambition of their 
leaders, had been much better ſacrificed M 
redreſſing their own wrongs, than in plundering 42 
and endeavouring to enſlave their neighbours. 
The ſlaughter, however, which they have alter- 
nately committed and ſuffered, will put to eternal 
ſhame that wretched ſyſtem of policy which ſpills 
che kindred blood of nations, becauſe of the 
alliance of one ſingle family with another, or 
carries fire and ſword into a neighbouring en - 
= WF under pretence of balancing che political —_— 
1 powers of this world. 1 8 


But, "while we e deplore the waſte of W 


8 blood and treaſure, and execrate the murderers 
5 plunderers of mankind, we ſhould quiet our 
wakeful apprehenſions with the conſideration 9 
that all things will terminate in ſuch a manner as : 
ſhall be moſt conducive to the true happineſs 
of the human race. The uncertainty of war 
| forbids premature ſecurity; ; and the deciſive 
proof how far any people deſerye the liberty 1 
1 which they contend, 1s the uſe they | make of 5 
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chat portion which they obtain. For the ſake 


of humanity, may the war be {| peedily concluded 
and for the ſake of Juſtice, may thoſe who have 
| bravely fought for freedom, ſecurely enjoy its 
| bleſſings in peace. And let me add, may the 
_ : people, who haye been ſucceſsful i in tlie field, be 5 
virtuous and wiſe in the ſenate : when they, Who 
ſo nobly went forth to fight the battles of liberty, Gor 
all be permitted to return the ſword into its 
ſcabbard, may they be as ſtrongly N Z 
; with the Juſt demands of humanity. | 


It ! 1s ; indeed fwd © on this authority ofa an apoſtle, 5 


7 Let every foul be ſubjef unto the higher powers. 
ES For there is no power but of « Ged ; the powers that 
> OC ordained. of Cod.  Whoſoever, therefore, 
weſt Beth the power, reſi eth the ordinance of God: 

and they that reſiſt, ſhall receive to thenſelves p 


= condemnation. (Rom. xill. 1 and 2. 1 But, when 


— - conſider that the pouers that be are only thn 

the ordinance of God, when they are approved by 
the people governed, (from whom all power 

e neceſſarily originates, andi in whom alone it exiſts 

von earth, ) the exploded doctrines of paſſive ob- 
dience and non- reſiſtance, which have been pro- 
dlaimed by tyrants and preached by prieſts, will 

be found to have no more agreement with the 
 fdorine of the apoſtle, than Chriſt hath with IF, 
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| Belial. No two things can be more oppoſite | 
to each other, than the ſpirit of ſlavery and 
-.- he ſpirit of the goſpel. With the different 
modes of government ſubſiſting in the world 
at the time the goſpel was preached, it took 
" concern, as ſuch: but where the ſpirit ; 


of the goſpel | is, there is liberty. (2 Cor.! iii. 17) | 


Civil inſtitutions, where they are formed upon 5 
the expreſſed agreement, or implied conſent, of ; 8 
their ſubjects, are left to inforce the ſocial and 
1. reciprocal duties which they create, But where 
imperious conqueſt or gradual incroachments 
have impoſed the Jaw or rule of action, there can ; 
be no better Juſtification for throwing off the 
* galling yoke, than the firſt practical oppor- 
tunity that offers. And all the 3 jargon and non- 
ſenſe which hath been retailed upon the contrary 
5 ſuppoſition, whether pretended to be founded i in 
the ſcripture, | in acts of the legiſlature, or in 
charters, are now mouldering in the duſt with 
their reſpective advocates, except when they are 
revived by the aſpirants to place and power on 
the anniverſaries of the pretended martyrdom 1 
the tyrant hypocrite, or the weten of his 
"profiigure ſon. FFV 


"Theſe refletions may afford us abundant cauſe 8 


To” of rejoicing. i in n what was done for us, as on this 


. | - 5 85 tay, 


tis) 


A 


4: ay, "oy the wiſdom and virtue of our ir anceſtors. 


At the ſame time, it ſhould not be concealed, i 


that while we profeſs to be grateful for what we 
4 have received from our fore-fathers, we ought _ 
co be zealous to leave to our poſterity this fair = 


| inheritance not only unimpaired, but improved. 


It is a duty attached to our own enjoyment * 
theſe bleſſings; they have, therefore, a „ 
to expect this at our hands. The ſtake is ſo 
very important, the duty ſo clearly obligatory, 
DO and the time to ſpeak on the nature and value of 

” our rights ſo ſeaſonable, that it would have 
been highly puſillanimous to have been wholly 
fiilent, and very diſingenuous to have expreſſed : 
ttheſe ſentiments i in ambiguous terms. The de- „ 
8 ſcription and meaſure of that liberty which : 
would ſecure the moſt extenſive bleſſings to this | 
country, would, at once, include and preſerve i 
5 both prince and people in all their civil, and = 


- equally in in all their religious ri rights. 


Sls elevated in a rank . nations would 
: Britain be, if once her people were reſtored to 5 
their juſt and equal ſhare in one branch of the 
OD legiſlature ! | We ſhould ſoon obſerve the dog- „ 
mamaatiſm of eſtabliſhed theology and the chicanery S 
of law to diſappear ; our code of criminal law 
to forward the reformation of morals, more 
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6 to chirſt for. the execution of. its wiitched 
ſiubjects; the heavy burdens raiſed from the 
very dregs of taxation, and all oppreſſive re- 

ſtraints on perſonal liberty would be leſſened ; 

the traffic in human fleſh would no longer . 
bs be balanced in the ſcale of a ſuppoſed ad- 

voantageous commerce: : and, when we ſhould 8 
| behold the reſt of the nations of the world enjoy- 
ing the means and meaſure of political happineſs, > 
which they ſeverally choſe for themſelves, (how. 
over ſpecifically differing from our own, ) we 
mould all rejoice with them as felow-men and 
ns brethren. Every day would then 4 hſappoint 1 
. devices of the crafty, ſo that their hands could 
mot perform their enterpriſe. Under the enjoy- 
maent of perfect liberty, nation would no longer 
riſe againſt nation ; wars would ceaſe throughout 
ſte earth. The reign of liberty, would be. * 1 
3 reign of happineſs. „C ĩ³ ney Wien 0 
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